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Town/City: = Town of Eastham 


Place: (neighborhood or village): 
Eastham Center 


Address: 60 Depot Road 

Historic Name: Collins - Ryder House 

Uses: Present: single-family residence 
Original: single-family residence 


Date of Construction: ca. 1847, ca. 1885 


Source: vital records, censuses 
Style/Form: Greek Revival/front gable side passage 
Architect/Builder: unknown 


Exterior Material: 
Foundation: brick 


Wall/Trim: wood shingle/wood 


Roof: asphalt shingle 


Outbuildings/Secondary Structures: 
Small barn, late 19" c. 
Cottage, mid. 20" c. 

Gambrel shed, mid-20"" c. 


Major Alterations (with dates): 
Greenhouse added west side of house, late 20" c. 


Condition: good 
Moved: no] yesL] Date: 
Acreage: 0.55 


Setting: The house is situated in the town center opposite 
Windmill Green on Depot Street. 
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[_] Recommended for listing in the National Register of Historic Places. 


ARCHITECTURAL DESCRIPTION 

The Collins — Ryder House, built in ca. 1847, is a story-and-a-half wood frame front-gable house with a three-bay front fagade 
and a side-hall plan. Typical of the period, the design of the house retains a residual Classicism with pilasters in the corners and 
a broken-bed pediment in the gable. However, the scale of the Greek details is slimmer and less pronounced. An entrance with 
an added hood mounted on large scrolled brackets occupies one side of the fagade and a bay window likely replacing the 
standard two windows is on the other. Two windows are evenly spaced across the gabled upper story. The presence of a 
staircase in the entry is expressed in a blank section of the east wall on the exterior; two windows on the rear of the wall 
illuminate a room behind the stairs. Two principal rooms are located on the west side of the plan with a brick chimney in the 
partition between them. Each of these would have had a window or two, but they have been concealed by a greenhouse added 
in the front and a small one-story wing added in the rear. A one-story, gable-roof kitchen wing is appended to the rear. Its west 
wall is recessed behind the rear corner of the house and contains a second exterior doorway. The wing may have connected to 
a small barn slightly separated from it in the rear. 


The half-acre lot was subdivided from a larger parcel that extended back to Depot Pond. The house is sited close to the street 
frontage overlooking Windmill Park set back behind a small yard. A larger side yard is screened from the street by a solid fence; 
a one-story, gambrel roof storage shed inside the fence line is of recent construction. The yard is dotted with mature trees. The 
rear of the parcel contains a large parking lot where a large outbuilding had been located; a small one-story summer cottage is 
sited in the northeast corner of the lot. 


HISTORICAL NARRATIVE 

The house numbered 60 Depot Street was probably built between 1847 and 1850 by Jesse Collins (1791-1869), an Eastham 
native and farmer who had moved to Springfield in the 1840s but returned a widower to Eastham and married Sarah (Sally) 
Knowles Atwood, the daughter of John and Susan Knowles of Eastham and also widowed, in 1847. Collins was the son of 
Joseph Collins (1746-1824) and his wife Bethia, and in 1817 his father sold him all the property he had acquired from John 
Doane in 1813.’ The 1817 deed describes the parcel as being “near the Wind Mill by the corner of several roads,” bordering the 
land of Thomas Cobb, and including Joseph Collins’s house, barn, and outbuildings. Both Joseph and Jesse Collins are listed in 
the 1820 Eastham census in separate and not adjacent households, Jesse’s appearing by the enumeration order to be closer to 
Eastham center. Jesse Collins had nine in his household in 1830 and represented Eastham in the state legislature the year 
before, but at some point before 1840 he, his wife Rachel, and their daughter Julia (1824-1904) left Eastham for Springfield. 
There he worked as a harness maker, and in 1844 Julia M. Collins married harness maker Eliel T. Amadon. By 1847 Rachel 
Collins had died, and in 1847 Jesse Collins was still listed as a Springfield resident when he married Sarah Atwood in Eastham. 
It seems likely that he built a new house on the land he acquired from his father soon afterward. In 1850 the federal census 
credits him with $808 in real property in a household with his wife Sarah, two children, and the boarding family of blacksmith Otis 
Bradford. The 60 Depot Road house appears to be depicted, though unlabeled, on the 1858 Eastham map. 


Jesse and Sally Collins lived in the house until they died, Sally in 1867 and Jesse in 1869. Jesse Collins’s will left his married 
daughter Julia M. Amadon “that part of my dwelling house called the L or store with the cellar and land under and around the 
same,” the land in front of the house (to the south) to the road, part of the porch, the land to the north bordering the garden of 
Joseph Cobb and land of Thomas Cobb, and his cranberry lot bordering land of Joshua Cole. At her death the property was to 
pass to his son Joseph Whitman Collins (1825-95), who was left the main body of the house and other property but who moved 
to Beaufort, South Carolina, by 1870 and deeded his part of the house to his sister.” 


By 1869 Julia Amadon was widowed, and in April 1870 she married Nicholas P. Knowles, son of Barnabas and Lovey Knowles 
of Eastham and a trader and station agent. They were probably in the house when the 1870 census was compiled, but in 
November that year they sold the house, its outbuildings, and a half-acre lot to George Leonard for $500 and moved to a house 


1 John Doane to Joseph Collins, 30 March 1813, BCD 999041:430; Joseph Collins to Jesse Collins, 6 August 1817, BCD 999041:403. 
2 Joseph W. Collins, Beaufort County SC, to Mrs. Nicholas Knowles, 1 November 1870, BCD 108:275 
3 The 1999 National Register Nomination Form names the house the Nickolas P. Knowles House. 
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near the intersection of King’s Highway and Massasoit Road.* Leonard, born in Nottingham, England, had come to the United 
States in 1845 when he was ten years old. He was a mariner, and he was living in Eastham in 1857 when he married Lydia D. 
Knowles, the daughter of Nathan S. and Betsey Mayo Knowles. By 1876, the Leonards had moved to Brockton, where George 
Leonard worked as a shoe finisher; he died in Brockton that year. His widow and their two children, Mary A. and Nathan K., 
remained in Brockton and in 1880 both were working in that’s city’s shoe industry. 


In February 1883 Lydia Leonard and her children sold the Eastham land with its “cottage house” to Ziba C. Keith of Brockton, 
who in turn sold it in November 1884 to Albert Smith. Smith was living in Leominster in 1892 when he sold 60 Depot Road to 
John E. Ryder, whose family owned it until 1929.° 


Born in Yarmouth in 1856, John E. Ryder was the son of mariner John E. Ryder, and by the time he was fifteen, in 1870, he was 
living in Eastham in the household of fisherman Freeman Dill, probably just north of the 60 Depot Road house. By 1880 he had 
begun work as a wheelwright and lived in Eastham with his brother Wilbur, a fisherman, and Wilbur's family. The next year he 
married Lina F. Mayo, the daughter of Warren D. and Diana B. Mayo of Eastham, who was then working as a domestic servant. 
In 1891 their daughter Juliet was born. 


The 1900 census shows John E. Ryder as a carpenter living in this neighborhood with his wife and daughter, the 1901 directory 
lists him as a carpenter and builder living and working on Depot Road, and the 1905 Eastham map attaches his name to this 
house. Tax records for 1902 assessed the Depot Road house at $425, its barn at $150, an outbuilding at $45, and a henhouse 
at $20; Ryder owned twelve acres and a horse as well. The couple and their daughter are listed together in the household in 
1910. Lena Mayo Ryder died by 1917, and John Ryder remained in the house with his daughter Julia until she married 
Newfoundland native Dorman Francis Tulk in 1925. John Ryder died in 1927, and two years later Julia Ryder Tulk sold the 60 
Depot Road property to Harry Elmer West.° West's family owned the property for more than thirty years. 


Born in Amesbury in 1888, Harry E. West served as a cook with the American Expeditionary Force in France during World War ! 
and was working as a carpenter and living in Bridgewater in 1924 when he married Evelyn L. Harris, a native of Nova Scotia who 
had been married before and had a daughter, Camille Louise. The Hyannis Patriot reported their arrival in town in late May 
1929. “Mr and Mrs Harry West, who have bought the home of Mrs. Dorman Tulk, formerly the late John Ryder’s home are 
getting it ready for occupancy. Mr and Mrs Dorman Tulk and daughter are camping in a large tent until other arrangements can 
be made.” They probably came to Eastham because Camille Harris married Robley Evans Fulcher of Orleans the month before 
and had moved into a house on King’s Highway in Eastham in April 1929, just before the Wests bought 60 Depot Road.’ The 
1930 census for Eastham lists West, a house carpenter, his wife Evelyn, and their married daughter and son-in-law on a “side 
road” in the center of town. 


Harry West spent at least four months of 1930 at the “Marine Hospital” in Chelsea but otherwise lived in the Eastham home until 
he died in February 1935. His widow, then working at the Howard Johnson’s in Orleans, rented 60 Depot Street and went to live 
and presumably care for M. Eugenie Dyke in her home on Samoset Road. By 1940 her daughter and son-in-law had moved to 
Orleans, where Evelyn West spent her winters and kept the Depot Road home as a summer place. She had the barn on the 
property remodeled into a cottage in 1941.8 She owned and occupied 60 Depot Road until she died, before September 1962, 
and at that time her daughter subdivided the property and sold the house and its lot of 24,030 square feet to David W. Rich. He 
owned it for four years. Robin and Sheila G. Markham of Hyde Park, New York, owned 60 Depot Road from 1966 to 1974, when 
they sold it to Elbert |. and Dawn M. Carlson of Coventry, Connecticut. Dawn Carlson was the owner of record in 2020."° 


4 Nicholas P. Knowles to George Leonard, 5 November 1870, BCD 102:467. 
5 Lydia D. Leonard, Nathan K. Leonard, and Mary A. Leonard, Brockton, to Ziba C. Keith, Brockton, 22 February 1883, BCD 141:395; Ziba C. 
Keith, Brockton, to Albert Smith, 28 November 1884, BCD 165:382; Albert Smith, Leominster, to John E. Ryder, 20 May 1892, BCD 201:339. 
6 Julia M. Tulk to Harry E. West, 15 May 1929, BCD 465:141. Tulk’s father Abraham J. Tulk had come from Newfoundland about 1926 and 
was living with his son in Eastham when he died in 1929. “Eastham,” Hyannis Patriot, 17 January 1929, 4. 
7 “Fulcher-Harris,” Yarmouth Register, 6 April 1929, 6; “Eastham,” Hyannis Patriot, 23 May 1929, 3. 
8 On the Wests see “Eastham,” Yarmouth Register, 26 April 1930; “Eastham,” Hyannis Patriot, 22 October 1936, 6B; “Eastham,” Barnstable 
Patriot, 28 March 1940, 10, and 1 May 1941, 10. 
°C. Louise Fulcher, executor will Cassie O. West aka Evelyn O. West, to David W. Rich, 25 September 1962, BCD 1174:189. 
10 David W. Rich to Robert J. and Elizabeth Ann Erickson, 5 July 1966, BCD 1340:539; Robert J. and Elizabeth Ann Erickson, Nauset Road, to 
Robin and Sheila G. Markham, Hyde Park NY, 18 November 1966, BCD 1352:483; Sheila G. Markham, Hyde Park NY, to Elbert |. and Dawn 
M. Carlson, Coventry CT, 7 January 1974, BCD 1990:291. The parcel is shown on “Plan of Land in Eastham, Mass., Surveyed for the Heirs of 
Evelyn O. West,” July 1962, BCP 172:5. 
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PHOTOGRAPHS 


(credit Larson Fisher Associates, 2019 unless otherwise noted) 


View from west. 
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View of storage shed from NW. 


View of rear parking area and cottage from SW. 
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